
From the
Buller Flood

Recovery and
Community
Hub team

What:  Wellbeing tools through Surf Sessions as Life Lessons
Who:  Adults impacted* by the floods July 2021 // Costs: Free
*Impacted means you were living in a property that was red or yellow
stickered at the time of the July 2021 flood

Registration and more information: www.wavewise.co.nz
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This update is brought to you by the Buller Flood Recovery Team 
www.bullerrecovery.org.nz

There’s been a lot of focus lately on water, given the recent issues with the Westport and Carters Beach 
water supply. We’ve put together a snapshot of what’s been done to date in terms of water and other 
essential infrastructure, and where to next.

River training work to reinstate the 
flood stopbank that protects the Reefton 
campsite and reserve from flooding from 
the Inangahua River is complete for this 
year.

Council is now monitoring the river and 
some additional river training may be 
required early next year.

Repairs to the flood-compromised 
tiphead will commence in January and is 
expected to be completed by March.

Repairs to the 
Holcim and Kawatiri 
wharves will enable 
bulk shipping vessels 
and the Council’s own 
dredge to continue 
to use the port. Holes 
and slumping are 
apparent.

The overall repair 
strategy, design and 
approvals are sched-
uled to be completed 
in the first half of next 
year, with physical re-
pair work forecast to 
commence in Autumn 
2023 and take approx-
imately a year to com-
plete.

The contract to design remedial works 
for a section of the flood-damaged rock 
wall that protects the historic Reefton 
landfill site has been awarded to WSP NZ.

WSP is working on design work for the 
rock revetment to re-cap the disturbed 
landfill and landscape the area.

The northern bank of the closed 
Reefton Landfill was scoured away by 
the Inangahua River during the severe 
February weather event, causing waste to 
be swept away.

The plan is for design to be complete by 
early February with construction starting 
late February/early March. The work is 
expected to take about two months.

The floods caused a build-up of debris and gravel/silt in the navigable part of 
the river and port.   The Kawatiri dredge has been in Nelson for maintenance and 
to carry out dredging work and has recently returned to Westport. It has now 
commenced dredging of the shipping channel.

The February floods caused slips and storm damage at the Giles Creek 
catchment area turning it from being a fairly stable, clean water source 
into a muddy mess. 

Giles Creek is the main source of water for the Westport water 
treatment plant. Buller District Council has worked this year to fix the 
area and investigate alternative supplies to ensure the supply remains 
resilient. That work was carried out with $1.685 million in Emergency 
Works funding from Central Government. 

Trunkmain replacement
The existing gravity-fed trunkmain is more than 100 years old. Work 

to replace the old trunkmain pipe with new polyethylene (PE) pipe from 
the Treatment plant to Westport is nearly complete. This will reduce 
leaks substantially.

What’s the plan?
Council is investigating more options to fix the Giles Creek catchment 

area to minimise disruptions to the water supply. Buller District Council 
appreciates that residents want the issues with the water supply fixed, 
and its team is working on long term solutions. 

Three Waters (almost complete)
• CCTV inspections of underground pipes. 
• Cleaning silt/grit out of the plant Westport Waste Treatment Plant. 
• Clearing out open drains still require cleaning (dry weather job).
• Repairs to Reefton’s drinking water reservoir access track.
• New PE pipes for the Waimangaroa drinking water trunkmain.
• Repair of the historic Brick Arch section of the stormwater   
 network running under Brougham/Palmerston Streets.
• Replacement of the final electrical components on two of   
 Westport’s Wastewater pump stations is complete.

Three Waters Betterment Projects (scheduled for 2023)
• Upgrading backflow prevention in critical stormwater outfall pipes  
 that drain into both the Buller and Orowaiti Rivers. 
• Lifting flood-prone pump station electrics.
• Upgrades to the Westport Waste Treatment Plant to allow it to   
 better manage grit in the future.
• Upgrades to some existing (and addition of some new) critical 
 stormwater assets. 

Work to repair (and in places improve) flood-damaged Westport water 
infrastructure (drinking, stormwater and wastewater) has been carried out 
this year using Central Government funding. 

This $17m programme includes wharf damage repairs, shipping channel 
dredging, Tiphead repairs, Reefton stop bank and historic landfill, as well 
as water infrastructure. 


