
Buller Flood Recovery carried out two ini-
tiatives this year to monitor flood recovery 
progress and community wellbeing.

Operation Outreach surveyed yellow and 
red-placarded property owners to gauge the extent 
of the rebuild/repair process, possible future hous-
ing needs and any ongoing, flood-related needs. 
Almost 150 responses were received.

The ‘Tell us how you’re going’ wellness survey 
targeted all parts of Buller to gauge how the entire commu-
nity was getting on following the July and February weather 
events. We’ve drawn and notified the winners of the four 
$200 cash prizes and wish to thank all those that took part. 
The results of the survey are being processed and will be re-
leased in the new year. 

PAGE 4 - THE NEWS, FRIDAY, DECEMBER 9, 2022

The highs and lows The highs and lows 
of the year that wasof the year that was

The Buller Recovery Community Hub (175 Palmerston Street) has been visited thousands of times since it opened following the July 2021 floods. The Community Hub will close at the end of 
January 2023, and the Navigator service will end. In preparation for that, our Navigators are supporting clients as they transition to other services. Until then, we are still here to help if you need 
advice or a listening ear.

g Wrapping 2022

For Buller and Westport, 2022 was still a tough year. As the 
region worked through the implications of last year’s huge July 
floods, February’s weather event brought fresh damage, shock 
and trauma.

In this end-of-year update, we will be looking at the work that 
has been done on repairing essential infrastructure damaged by 
the floods, as well as a look at where-to-now for Westport water 
(see page 2 of this update). We will also celebrate some of the 
positive progress in terms of temporary housing and some of the 
fun ways the community has got together to connect, laugh and 
celebrate life.

This year, we saw temporary housing estab-
lished at Stafford and Queen streets in Westport 
for people who were displaced by the floods.

On Queen Street, three newly constructed 
houses (two and three-bedroom) were relocated 
from Napier. They were blessed in March and resi-
dents moved in shortly afterwards. 

The five houses on Stafford Street are small 
three-bedroom homes relocated from Canterbury. 

Tenants moved into the homes in March/April.

The Alma Road Village on Paparoa Way was bless-
ed late last month. The 18 homes are nearly ready 
for occupation, with two homes still to come. 

Some Westport households will have the opportunity 
to celebrate Christmas in the new Paparoa Way homes 
after spending close to 17 months in motel type  accom-
modation. We acknowledge the enormous strength and 
resilience these people have shown and celebrate with 
them as we reach this milestone.

This update is brought to you by the Buller Flood Recovery Team 
www.bullerrecovery.org.nz

OPENING
HOURS:

Christmas:  The Hub will be closed from 4pm on Thursday 22 December, reopening Monday 9 January at 9am.

January: The public opening hours for the Community Hub in the new year will be Monday – Friday 9am – 12noon.
 The final hub opening day is Friday 27 January 2023.

fav�rite
Come and join the Flood Recovery
Team at the Westport Christmas
Parade tomorrow (Saturday the
10th of December from 11.30am)

for everyone’s favourite...
SAUSAGE SIZZLE

Buller Flood Recovery felt it was so important to bring 
people together as much as possible following the flood 
events – to reconnect, share and get some respite from 
day-to-day worries. Covid made that a bit harder than 
hoped but we have tried to make up for lost time. Here’s a 
sample of some of the lighter moments this year.

Ab Fab - a side-splitting night of fun and laughter to cele-
brate our communities’ resilience and diversity through, 
fashion, disco and drag. Rise up for Buller in September 
was a night of much-needed music, fun and relaxation.

We’ve sponsored two Whenua Iti Kawatiri Adventurers 
outdoors programmes for children who were impacted 
by the July 2021 flooding event. The 
children get to enjoy the outdoors 
while developing skills to cope with 
challenges and change.

Don’t forget our joyful Kindy dis-
co as well as a series of Community 
Hub morning teas – all designed to 
give people a chance to connect and 
have a bit of fun.


