
Raquel Joseph
Rise Up for Buller is an event to bring 

the people of Buller together, says organ-
iser Daimon Schwalger.

The concert, this Saturday night at 
the NBS Theatre, brings together local 
and national acts for an evening of good 
music and fun.

Schwalger said the event was some-
thing positive for the community after 
the challenging times Buller had faced 
over the last few years.

From the Covid-19 pandemic to the 
devastating July 2021 floods and recur-
ring flood scares, it was important to 
keep community spirits high, he said.

“The past few years have been 
very isolating for people and stress-
ful with the local floods and dealing 
with a lot of events being cancelled 
with Covid on top of everything.”

He said the concert had been well 
supported in the community, with 
the event being funded by Buller 
Flood Recovery and supported by 
other local organisations.

“For Buller Flood Recovery, 
the main thing is that the event 
promotes social connection. The 
funding is targeted at reconnecting 
flood-affected communities.”

A crew from Punakaiki will also 
set up the stage, dressing it with 
coastal ferns and flax.

Christchurch-based company 
Monstavision has supplied a large 

LED wall and tech person for the eve-
ning, and Warp TV has donated visual 
content and sponsorship.

Five acts are lined up to perform across 
the night, most coming from outside the 
district for their first show in town.

The lineup includes local pianist AJ 
Hickling, Amiria Grenell and Holly 
Arrowsmith as country duo Coyote, Nel-
son-based performer Reece Milton and 
his band, local act Prue Holms-Schwalg-
er as Miss Meow, and Schwalger as The 
Nomad with MC Antsman.

Schwalger hoped seeing national acts 
performing in town would also provide a 
sense of pride for the community.

“This is great not only for the artists 
but also for the local community, seeing 
top class acts that they may not have 
seen before.”

He said the lineup came together natu-
rally, with everyone eager to get on board 
and provide entertainment for Westport. 

He was thankful funding had allowed 
him to pay the musicians.

“They are all travelling from far and 
wide and it’s so good to be able to give 
back to the music industry, especially 

after the past two years of Covid and a 
lot of events being cancelled.”

Free transport has been arranged for 
those in Granity and Carters Beach, 
to help people get safely to and from 
the concert, although pre-booking was 
essential.

Schwalger hoped the community was 
looking forward to a night off from stress-
es and entertainment.

“We all know that this community 
has been through so much, so this is an 
opportunity for people to take a break 
from thinking about their flood repairs 
or living in temporary accommodation, 
to catch up with people who are sharing 
the same or similar experiences. The key 
goal is for people to get together, have 
some fun and forget their worries for a 
few hours.”

Tickets for Rise Up for Buller are $12 
from NBS Theatre and are limited to 300 
people. The event is R18 because liquor 
will be sold.

“Rise up for Buller” 
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RISE UP FOR BULLER

Local videographer and DJ Daimon 
Schwalger has organised a night of 
entertainment for Westport.  
Photo: Nomad Audio and Video

A concert for the local community

Raquel Joseph
Local pianist AJ Hickling is putting on a mu-

sical experience at Rise Up for Buller.
The musician combines his emotive, relaxing 

compositions with projected images from around 
Buller for a unique listening experience.

Hickling said his performance on Saturday 
would also use elements of his electronic music 
production experience for a ‘neo classical fusion’ 
set.

He has spent years performing as the Piano 
Busker on streets around New Zealand, travel-
ling with a piano he rescued from a dump.

Formerly based in Queenstown, he and his 
partner made the move to Westport about two 
years ago.

He said they loved surfing, exploring the West 
Coast wilderness, and being away from crowded 
centres.

“To quote my partner ‘it’s where all the para-
dises collide’.”

His last local performance was earlier this 
year when he performed every night for a week 
during sunset at Carters Beach. The perfor-
mances were free for the community with dona-
tions at the end.

He said having projections accompanying his 
performances was a way to share his experience 
of performing outdoors.

“I think I’ve become so used to playing out-
doors, and it adds so much inspiration to my 
performance.”

Although his family’s home was safe during 
the July floods, he saw the impacts the event 

had on the community and other loved ones.
Arts often took a back seat when there was 

more important work to be done, but were an 
important part of human connection, he said.

“Arts are something to indulge in when all the 

hard essential work has been done. Yet without 
the arts, what is there except hard work?”

Hickling was looking forward to seeing other 
New Zealand acts perform for the Westport 
community this weekend.

Local pianist to perform

Local pianist AJ Hickling. Photo: supplied

SATURDAY 24 SEPTEMBER - 7.30PM
NBS THEATRE

The community gathered to bless temporary accommodation for flooded 
residents. Photos: Nomad Audio and Video

The New Zealand Defence Force responded to Westport’s 
 flooding event. 

 The community banded together to help one another following July’s flood.
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