


Make a household plan

Make a household plan with your whānau to get through. Think about 
the things you need every day and work out what you would do if you 
didn't have them.
• https://getready.govt.nz/assets/Uploads/documents/preparedness/make-a-plan/house-make-a-plan-en-jul19.pdf

https://getready.govt.nz/assets/Uploads/documents/preparedness/make-a-plan/house-make-a-plan-en-jul19.pdf


Reduce the impacts of floods

5 tips to help protect your home from rain and floods.

1. Understand How Water Moves Around Your Building or Home

2. Ensure Water Non Return Valves Are Installed and Working. 

3. Keep Electrical and Heating Systems Safe. 

4. Elevate and Secure Any Outside Equipment.

5. Keep Drains, Gutters, and Downspouts Clean.

https://getready.govt.nz/prepared/school/whats-the-plan-stan/learn-about-floods/

https://getready.govt.nz/prepared/school/whats-the-plan-stan/learn-about-floods/


What do we do before a flood?

• Know how to reach the nearest high ground.

• Move animals to safety.

• Keep valuables and some food and water above the high water mark. 
Attics or upstairs rooms are good places for storage, as long as there 
is easy access.

• Store chemicals in a high, safe place. If a flood occurs and these 
chemicals leak, they could be dangerous.



FLOOD - Sandbagging

How to Use Sandbags

• Sandbags alone should not be relied on to keep water outside a 
building. Use baffle boards (plywood sheeting) or sheets of plastic 
tarp with sandbags. To form a sandbag wall, place bags tightly against 
one another to form the first layer of defence. Stagger the second and 
subsequent layers of bags, much like the pattern of bricks in a wall.

• Sandbags should never be used to build a fortress around the 
perimeter of one's property. Doing so can actually trap floodwaters 
between sandbag walls and structures, leading to further damage.

http://www.mhcert.com/emergency/sand_bagging.shtml

http://www.mhcert.com/emergency/sand_bagging.shtml


FLOOD - Sandbagging

Steps to protect your home

How to make baffle boards to temporarily seal foundation vents, windows, doorways and garage doorways:

These steps should only be taken immediately prior to flooding and removed immediately after the threat of flooding has passed.
•Use 2cm plywood to overlap the window or vent by three or four inches on all sides.
•Use a soft gasket material like felt or foam rubber that is at least 2 inches wide. Attach it with waterproof glue to the 3/4" plywood.
•Use four or more nails, screws or bolts to secure the baffle boards over the opening. In stucco, cement or brick walls, special screws 
or expansion bolts will be required.
•For doorways, install baffle boards to the outside frame of the door.
•For garage doors, suitable boards one-inch thick may be used instead of plywood for the door seals. The bottom edge of the baffle 
board should be shaped to fit the driveway surface so there will be a watertight seal on the bottom. Use baffles to seal door cracks 
vertical to and higher than the bottom seal.

After placing the first layer of sandbags, stagger the second layer of bags, much like the pattern of bricks in a wall.
Taking these precautions will minimize the amount of water and sediment entering your home and crawl space and prevent damage
to your home’s structure.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vqv5SUOhl5I

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vqv5SUOhl5I


What do we do during a flood?

1. Listen to the radio for weather reports, advice and instructions.

2. Do not try to walk or drive through flood water.

3. Take your grab bag with you if you have to leave your home.

4. Turn off water, electricity and gas.



What to have in a grab bag

A grab bag is a small bag with essential supplies.

Each bag should have:

• Walking shoes, warm clothes, raincoat and hat

• Water and snack food (remember babies and pets too)

• Hand sanitiser

• Portable phone charger

• Cash

• Copies of important documents and photo ID

Remember any medications you might need and keep your first aid kit, mask or face covering, torch, 
radio and batteries somewhere you can grab them in a hurry.

If you have special dietary needs, make sure you have the food you need in your grab bag too.



What to have in In your car

Plan ahead for what you will do if you are in your car when an emergency happens. A 
flood, snow storm or major traffic accident could leave you stranded in your vehicle for 
some time.

Keep essential emergency survival items in your car. If you are driving in extreme winter 
conditions, add:

• a brush

• a shovel

• tire chains

• windshield scrapers, and

• warm clothing.

Store your Grab Bag in your car.

Keep up to date with weather and road information when planning travel.


